
 

SCHAWK'S JAMES J. PATTERSON NAMED 2005 CHICAGO CFO OF THE YEAR

Fourth annual award announced by the Chicago Chapter of the National Investor Relations Institute and 
the Kellogg School of Management 

CHICAGO - April 28, 2005 - The Chicago Chapter of the National Investor Relations Institute (NIRI-Chicago) and the Kellogg 
School of Management at Northwestern University announced today that James J. Patterson, senior vice president and chief 
financial officer of Schawk, Inc. (NYSE: SGK), will be the recipient of the 2005 Chicago CFO of the Year Award. Patterson will 
receive the award Tuesday, May 24, 2005 at a luncheon presentation at The Fairmont Hotel in downtown Chicago, scheduled 
to be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The Chicago CFO of the Year Award recognizes those who advance the practice of Investor Relations as a strategic and 
critical component of the corporate mission, while adding value to his or her company.

"We launched the Chicago CFO of the Year Award four years ago to honor an individual who stood out in terms of developing 
and supporting the execution of Investor Relations on behalf of his or her company," said Cindy Klimstra, chairman of the board 
of NIRI-Chicago and leader of the judging panel for the award. "James Patterson has invested considerable effort in elevating 
the investor relations function at Schawk, a 50-year-old small-cap company that has integrated 45 separate companies in the 
parent company.

"Using Schawk's 'Vision 2020' strategic growth plan as a guide," Klimstra continued, "Patterson developed a successful investor 
relations outreach program to raise the company's visibility with the investment community. During the past two years, which 
recently included two of the largest acquisitions in the company's history, Schawk increased sell-side coverage and attracted 
new institutional buyers. Following the acquisitions, trading volume nearly doubled and the stock enjoyed a 20 percent 
increase. These accomplishments are impressive, particularly given Schawk's market cap size of $500 million."

"I am honored to have been selected for this prestigious honor," Patterson said. "Having spent almost eight years at Schawk, I 
have been both challenged and rewarded by the responsibilities of communicating a consistent message to investors, meeting 
evolving Securities Exchange Commission guidelines, and assisting David Schawk and the rest of the Schawk management 
team in successfully uniting our worldwide companies under one clear business vision. Receiving the CFO of the Year Award is 
one of the highlights of my career, especially coming from such esteemed organizations as NIRI-Chicago and the Kellogg 
School of Management."

Patterson was appointed to the role of senior vice president and CFO of Schawk, Inc. in December 1997. A Certified Public 
Accountant, Patterson has more than 24 years of experience in accounting, auditing and finance at numerous public 
companies, including Great American Management and Investment, Inc., Nucorp, Inc., Consolidated Fibres, Inc. and The 
Vigoro Corporation. He holds a bachelor's degree in accounting from DePaul University in Chicago and is a member of 
Financial Executives International. Schawk, Inc., based in Des Plaines, Ill., is a world leader in strategic brand-imaging 
solutions, providing digital imaging graphic services to the consumer products packaging, advertising and promotional markets. 

Entries for the prestigious Chicago CFO of the Year Award were evaluated by a panel of experts in the field of investor 
relations, financial communications and finance, including representatives from Ashton Partners, CDW Corporation, Hewitt 
Associates, Pactiv Corporation and the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University.

More information on the award is available at http://www.niri-chicago.org/cg/awards/cfo.html. 

About the National Investor Relations Institute (NIRI)

The national NIRI organization is a 4,500 member, 36 chapter professional association of corporate officers and IR consultants 
responsible for communicating among corporate management, the investing public and the financial community. Investor 
Relations has evolved from an administrative tactic to a vital strategic responsibility that encompasses the disciplines of 
finance, communications and marketing in managing the flow of information to shareholders, analysts, media and other 
constituencies.

About NIRI-Chicago 

http://www.niri-chicago.org/cg/awards/cfo.html


The Chicago chapter of the National Investor Relations Institute (NIRI-Chicago) works to advance the practice of Investor 
Relations and meet the growing professional development needs of those engaged in the field. With more than 200 members, 
NIRI-Chicago is one of the largest NIRI chapters in the United States and received NIRI's Best Overall Large Chapter Award in 
2004. Its members include corporate officers, consultants, service providers, academics, and others involved in the practice of 
Investor Relations, a strategic management responsibility that integrates finance, communication, marketing and securities law 
compliance. More information about NIRI Chicago is available at www.niri-chicago.org. 

About the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University

The Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University was founded in 1908 and is widely recognized as a global 
leader in graduate business education. The school is home to a renowned research-based faculty and MBA students from 
more than 50 countries and six continents. The Kellogg School includes the Full-time, Part-time and Executive MBA programs 
and the non-degreed Executive Education Program. The school offers three joint degree programs: the JD-MBA, MD-MBA and 
MEM-MBA. Additionally, the Kellogg School of Management has alliances with business schools in Europe, Asia and Canada. 

In October 2004, the Kellogg School was named the top MBA program in the world for the third consecutive year by the 
Economist Intelligence Unit, a division of The Economist Group. Also in October 2004, BusinessWeek magazine ranked the 
Kellogg School the number one graduate school of business in the United States, an honor it has achieved a record five times 
since the biennial survey began in 1988. For more information, go to: www.kellogg.northwestern.edu.  
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