
 

Anheuser-Busch Selected as Winner of 17th Midwest Annual Report Awards Competition  

CHICAGO - November 1, 2007 - The Chicago Chapter of the National Investor Relations Institute (NIRI-Chicago) announced 
today that Anheuser-Busch of St. Louis was selected as the winner of the 2007 award for the best annual report at the 17th 
annual Midwest Annual Report Awards competition. The competition has honored the finest in annual reports among Midwest 
public companies since 1991.

Anheuser-Busch was selected from among a pool of nearly 700 Midwestern companies. The Midwest Annual Report Awards 
program also announced nine other reports that, together with Anheuser-Busch, comprise the Midwest Annual Report Awards 
Top 10 reports for 2007. In alphabetical order, the Midwest Annual Report Awards 2007 Top 10 winners are:

● Abbott Laboratories (NYSE: ABT), Abbott Park, Illinois 
● Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc. (NYSE: BUD), St. Louis, Missouri  
● Aptar Group Inc. (NYSE: ATR), Crystal Lake, Illinois 
● Chiquita Brands International, Inc. (NYSE: CQB), Cincinnati, Ohio 
● Exelon (NYSE: EXC), Chicago, Illinois 
● La-Z-Boy (NYSE: LZB), Monroe, Michigan  
● Northern Trust Corp. (NASDAQ: NTRS), Chicago, Illinois 
● Peabody Energy Corp. (NYSE: BTU), St. Louis, Missouri 
● Tellabs, Inc. (NASDAQ: TLAB), Naperville, Illinois 
● Zebra Technologies (NASDAQ: ZBRA), Vernon Hills, Illinois

"On behalf of NIRI-Chicago, our graphic design judges and DePaul University, congratulations to Anheuser-Busch and the 
other winners in this year's competition," said Ruth E. Venning, president of NIRI-Chicago. "The winning annual reports all 
showed a commitment to candid, strategic communication - critical factors in establishing trust, not only in the investment 
marketplace, but among all annual report audiences. We also extend our thanks to Laura Rittenhouse, who reinforced the 
importance of candor in annual report communication during the keynote presentation at the event."

Laura Rittenhouse, founder and president of Rittenhouse CEO Candor Rankings, made the case for CEO candor and linguistic 
integrity in annual reports during the event's keynote presentation, "Candor in the Age of Bafflegab." Rittenhouse, a former 
Lehman Brothers investment banker and author of "Do Business with People You Can Tru$t," also discussed "the good and 
bad" of CEO shareholder letters in her remarks.

The Midwest Annual Reports Program is unique among annual report competitions in that three independent professions 
sponsor and evaluate annual reports from all public companies in the eight-state Midwest region. The judges are members of 
NIRI-Chicago; four leading Chicago-area graphic designers who are members of the American Institute of Graphic Arts (AIGA); 
and professors from DePaul University's Department of Finance. Judges from the disciplines represented by the organizations 
(investor relations, graphic design and academia) evaluate the reports submitted based on stringent criteria. No fees or 
memberships are required on the part of companies submitting annual reports to participate in the competition.

About NIRI-Chicago 

The Chicago Chapter of the National Investor Relations Institute (NIRI-Chicago) works to advance the practice of investor 
relations and meet the growing professional development needs of those engaged in the field. The members of NIRI-Chicago 
include corporate officers, consultants, service providers, academics, and others involved in the practice of investor relations, 
which is a strategic management responsibility that integrates finance, communication, marketing and securities law 
compliance. With approximately 200 members, NIRI-Chicago is one of the largest NIRI chapters in the United States. For more 
information, visit www.niri-chicago.org. 
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